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Math performance in the nation’s schools has become a major concern lately.
Historically low scores on national tests especially put math into the
spotlight.

The lesson? Math instruction needs recalculating, as EdSurge has been
covering.

But exactly how?

Charitable organizations like the Gates Foundation have expressed a desire to
see more data before committing to specific plans for how to shake up math.
And they’ve made significant investments to get their hands on some data.

One area that’s been hardest to figure out is which curriculum schools are
using. True, state boards of education approve certain materials. But they don't
report which ones schools actually use. That makes assessing what’s going on
harder.

That's something the Center for Education Market Dynamics hopes to change.
The nonprofit recently released a K-8 math curriculum database, showing
the curriculum used in more than half of the country’s school districts (934 of
them, to be exact).

The database should clarify control over the math publishing market, as well as
insight into district math curriculum selections.

So far, reports EdWeek, the nonprofit has discovered that less than half of the
districts are using “high-quality materials” shown to align with education
standards.



