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California School Districts Aren’t
Waiting for a State List to Adopt
Math Materials
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San Diego
Districts in California aren't waiting for the state to put together its new math materials

t before making purchasing decisions.

Instead, some are starting to adopt new curriculum and materials now, according toa
new report from the Center For Education Market Dynamics.

California, which has more than 5 million K-12 students, is gearing up for a math

adoption year in 2025, The process started with the controversial new mathematics

framework the state’s education department released last year. Next, state education

aders will compile a list of approved education companies.

Approved vendor lists are typically an effort by states to streamline decision making for
school districts, signaling that a provider’s materials are aligned with state standards.
Securing a spot on that list can put a vendor ahead when bidding for a contract with a
district.

However, CEMD's report suggests math providers shouldn't wait for the selection to be

finalized.

By tracking the purchasing practices of more than 340 California districts serving 64
percent of the state's K-5 students, the organization found that while the majority of
those districts have K-5 math curriculums copyrighted in 2015 or before, some have
selections with a copyright year of 2020 or later. Those newer copyright vears indicate
that those materials have been purchased recently, and point to an interest among
districts in new or updated offerings.

“Those are districts who have made decisions in recent years choosing to skip ahead of
the state schedule and get high quality materials in their classrooms today,” said
CEMD Executive Director Lora Kaiser, while relling out the report during a panel she
moderated at the ASU+GSV Summit in San Diego.

Thirteen distnicts moved to new instructional materials last vear, she said.

“If [vendors are] waiting, you're waiting for the political cover of a list. Why?” asked
Eric Hirsch, one of the panelists and executive director of EdReports, a nonprofit that

reviews and ranks the quality of instructional materials.

He challenged education vendors to rethink that decision, both because it could put a
company behind the demand, and because the list may not actually differentiate a
product from its competitors in the market. In previous adoption cyeles, California
lawmakers approved the vast majority of materials the state considered for the vendor
list, Hirsch pointed out. If most options make the cut, he argued that means the list is
not a signal of quality.

SIGH IN SCHEDULE & TOUR

MORE EDUCATION WEEK A

MOST POPULAR

MEETING DISTRICT NEEDS

Wheo Influences School
District Purchasing of
Academic Resources?

STRATEGY & OGPERATIONS

How Women Have Risen to ]
the Top of the Education "
Industry — and Why Others Feel Held
Back

STRATECY & GPERATIONS

K-12 Dealmaking: Imagine

Learning Acquires U.K.- E

Based Al Platform; Brazilian Startup
Teachy Raises s7M

RELATED

MEETING DISTRICT HEEDS

M.H. Seeks English

Language Development

Training: Missouri District Looks for
ELA Curriculum

Load More »



