13,000 Districts, —I|CEMD
13,000 Realities

What Numbers Reveal October 2025

Why it matters

While people often think of school districts in terms of large city systems, the reality
is that the 13,619 US school districts are far more varied than perceptions suggest.
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The range of district settings reflect the diversity of the US.

61% of school districts are rural, yet 41% of students are concentrated in suburban

districts. City districts make up the smallest proportion of districts in the country
875 districts in total.!

Number of Districts by State
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lllinois, at 57,914 sg. mi.2,
has 854 public districts.

Comparably, Louisiana, at
52,378 sg. mi., has 75.

New Jersey, at 8,723 sq.
mi., has 564 districts.
Nevada, at 110,572 sg. mi.,
has 20.

Texas, California, and
Illinois have the most —

but this isn't necessarily
tied to the state’s size.
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H H H H 1. SOURCE - US Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data
Turn InSIthS Into action. (CCD), “Local 2. Education Agency (School District) Universe Survey”, 2022-23 vila, 2023-24 v.la. (ELSI - Elementary |
IﬂfO@Cemd,O rg and Secondary Information System)

2. Source for state size data: https://www.census.gov/geographies/reference-files/2010/geo/state-area.html




Student Demographics

Students of Color

The majority (268) of city
districts serve between 51-75% 51-75%
students of color, while the 10-25%
majority (3,025) of rural districts °
serve less than 10%. <10%

Percentage of districts that serve a majority of people of color
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The spread of students identified as multilingual learners
(MLLs)? across the country is wide.

Florida has the third largest MLL population in
the nation, and their 269,501 MLLs are distributed
throughout 82 districts. However, no district has
more than 20% MLLs.

In contrast, California has 360 districts with more

than 20% MLLs. These districts serve 707,471 of the
state’s 1.IM MLLs.

lllinois, Arizona, and Minnesota each have over 40
districts with over 30% MLLs.

2 Turn insights into action. 3. The term MLL is used interchangeably with the federally-defined English-language learner (ELL), in

. order to highlight the strengths of students learning multiple languages simultaneously. Read more | -
|nfo@cemd.org about the varying terminology at EdWeek 3



